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the StEP Academy trust is a growing 
family of schools that strive together 
for excellence in partnership to improve 
children’s life chances. Like any good 
family, StEP Academies celebrate each 
others’ successes, as well as share their 
challenges. this bi-annual newsletter 
provides an update on the very latest 
developments across our trust. 

F rom the outset, STEP’s partnership with 
Wolsey enjoyed overwhelming support, 
particularly from parents. So we were 

delighted when on 1st November, Wolsey Junior 
Academy (WJA) joined Applegarth Academy, 
David Livingstone Academy and Gonville 
Academy as the fourth member of our Trust. 
 In keeping with the Trust’s mission, STEP 
partners will continue to “strive together for 
excellence in partnership, so that our children, 
staff and Academy communities benefit from 
excellent teaching, learning and leadership.”

StEP newsletter

Wolsey Junior Academy joins StEP



Applegarth Speech and 
Language Centre to join StEP

A lthough Applegarth Academy has been 
a member of The STEP Academy Trust 
since April, up until now, the Speech 

and Language Centre has remained part of the 
local authority. However, following protracted 
negotiations and a period of consultation, 
we are delighted that this important 

specialist service will soon be 
joining our Trust. The Centre will continue 
to provide speech and language support to all 
Croydon Schools, but will now be managed by 
Ms Harris and her leadership team. 

Work to begin on 
Applegarth Speech 
and Language Centre
This month, work begins on refurbishing and 
extending the Speech and Language Centre. 
Funded entirely by Croydon, the project will 
significantly improve the physical environment 
for the pupils and staff working in the centre. 



in FoCuS: StEP Catering Service

A regular feature, 
“In Focus” 
examines the work 
of a key STEP 

service, team or individual. 
Our inaugural “In Focus”, 
features the STEP Catering 
Service; which currently 
operates at Applegarth, David 
Livingstone and Gonville. 
 Suzanne Martin, the STEP 
Catering Manager, leads a 
team of committed staff who 
understand the link between 
a nutritious diet and high 
standards of achievement. 
Using fresh, locally sourced 
produce, each Academy’s 
menu is thoughtfully 
developed to meet the needs 
of its community. Training is 
prioritised, so that the catering 
staff consistently produce high 
quality food for our children.
 Emphasis is also placed 
on creating a positive dining 
experience where good 
manners are promoted. 
Significant investment has 
taken place across the Trust to 
upgrade catering and dining 
facilities. For example, the 
extension and refurbishment 
of Gonville Academy’s 
dining hall, which is close to 
completion, will considerably 

improve lunchtimes. 
 Pupils, staff and parents 
have continued to provide 
positive feedback since the 
service was taken “in-house”, 
illustrating the success of our 
strategy to extend the range 
of services offered to STEP 
Academies. 

Suzanne martin



“dramatic impact” praised by ofsted

o
nly three weeks 
into the new 
academic year, 
Ofsted visited 

Wolsey to assess the school’s 
progress since being placed in 
special measures nine months 
earlier. Given the very poor 
KS2 SATs results, a judgement 
of “inadequate progress” 
seemed the most likely 
outcome. However, we were 
delighted when the inspection 
team concluded that 
“reasonable progress” had been 
made based on the dramatic 
improvements of the previous 

fifteen days. Mr Glover and 
Mr Evans were singled out for  
particular praise:

“The Executive Headteacher 
and the Head of School have 
had a dramatic impact on the 
school, in a very short period 
of time… There is a sense of 
urgency and speed about the 
work being undertaken.”

this tremendous 
achievement is further 
evidence of the 
transformational power of 
partnership through StEP. 

david Livingstone 
Academy tops new 
performance table

C
ongratulations go to Miss Slade, her team and the 
children of David  Livingstone Academy (DLA) for 
being named one of the highest performing schools 
in the country using the new similar schools measure. 

This tremendous achievement has rightly been recognised by the 
Schools  Minister, David Laws MP, who is keen to visit early in the 
new year. Having benefited from support in the past, DLA is now 
playing an active role in supporting other schools through STEP.

For more information about The STEP Academy Trust, visit: www.stepacademytrust.org 
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for Excellence in  

Partnership


