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the StEP Academy trust is a growing 
family of schools that strive together 
for excellence in partnership to improve 
children’s life chances. Like any good 
family, StEP Academies celebrate each 
others’ successes, as well share their 
challenges. this bi-annual newsletter 
provides an update on the very latest 
developments across our trust. 

E
arlier this year, the 
Rt. Hon. David 
Laws MP, paid a 
ministerial visit to 

David Livingstone Academy. 
As well as showcasing the 
excellent achievements of 
Miss Slade and her team, the 
visit gave the Minister an 
opportunity to find out about 
the mission and vision of The 
STEP Academy Trust. 

Clearly impressed by what 
he saw and heard, Mr Laws 
has expressed an interest in 
supporting STEP as a model 
of effective school-to-school 
partnership working. 
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StEP to open two new Academies

Heathfield Academy
Heathfield Academy, a sponsored primary 
school to be built as part of the Targeted Basic 
Need Programme, will open in September 
2015. Situated on Aberdeen Rd, South 
Croydon, the two-form entry provision will 
fill gradually over a six year period. This is an 
exciting opportunity to design a brand new 
STEP Academy, in partnership with Croydon 
Council and the local community. Over the 
coming months, regular updates will be 
provided on its development. 

La Fontaine Academy
Earlier this term, STEP was approached by a 
group seeking a new sponsor to support their 
French specialist free school. Led by a dynamic 
Headteacher, Sebastien Chapleau (pictured 
below), the group demonstrated that they share 
the vision of STEP and, as a result, directors 
felt a partnership would not only benefit their 
school, but also complement the work of 
our Trust. Located in Bromley, La Fontaine 
Academy will open in September 2014, initially 
with four classes. Over a period of six years, it 
will grow to provide places for up to 630 pupils.



in FocuS: StEP ict team

Gonville Academy wins 
national ict Award
Emphasising the key role of ICT in The STEP Academy Trust, we 
were delighted that Gonville Academy was recently awarded the 
2014 Naace Leadership Impact Award. A prestigious accolade, it 
recognises the way in which the Academy’s leadership team has 
used new technologies to drive the improvement agenda as well 
as facilitate its partnership work through STEP.

A regular feature, “in Focus”, examines the work of 
a key StEP service, team or individual. this edition 
of “in Focus” features the important work of dinesh 
Seegobin, StEP ict Manager, and his team of ict 
technicians.

ICT plays an essential role in STEP Academies, not 
only to support learning, but also to enable the efficient 
management of data and ensure good communication 
across the Trust. Having an effective and robust ICT 
infrastructure is vital and requires expertise most schools 
are required to buy from an external IT provider. At 
STEP, we are lucky to have a team of highly qualified 
professionals, who ensure our ICT systems meet the 
demands of our growing organisation. 

Dinesh Seegobin joined STEP a little over a year ago to 
lead the strategic application of new technologies across 
our Trust. Since his arrival, he has worked alongside 
the Academy technicians, Kim Lee (Gonville and 
David  Livingstone), Tammy Curtis (Applegarth) and 
Paul Bryan (Wolsey) to upgrade our infrastructure and 
innovate for the future. dinesh Seegobin



Applegarth Speech and Language centre opens

A fter months of planning 
and  subsequent 
building works, 

Applegarth Academy’s Speech 
and Language Centre opened 
its “state-of-the-art” facility. 
The memorable opening 
ceremony, which included a 
video message from Arsenal 
legend, Ian Wright (pictured 
left), marked the beginning of a 
new era for this vital borough-
wide service. The STEP 
Academy Trust is enormously 
grateful to Croydon LA for 
funding the improvements.

StEP to support Gloucester  
Primary School 

o
ver the past few months, STEP has been building its 
capacity in readiness for future partnership working. 
As part of this process, Tim Mills (pictured right), was 
appointed STEP Headteacher. Tim is currently leading 

a successful teaching school in Wandsworth and will be a valuable 
addition to the STEP Leadership Team when he joins our Trust 
in September. At the start of the next academic year, following a 
request from the governing body, STEP directors have agreed to 
provide leadership support for Gloucester Primary School in Peckham. Tim will work alongside 
the Headteacher, Simon Elledge, focusing on improving teaching and learning. In addition to his 
part-time role at Gonville Academy, Paul Glover will offer further support as Executive Headteacher. 
Later in the year, the community of Gloucester Primary School will decide whether to extend the 
partnership and request permission from the Secretary of State to join The STEP Academy Trust. 

For more information about The STEP Academy Trust, visit: www.stepacademytrust.org
https://twitter.com/thesteptrust 
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