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the StEP Academy trust is a growing 
family of schools that strive together for 
excellence in partnership to improve 
children’s life chances. Like any good 
family, StEP Academies celebrate each 
others’ successes, as well share their 
challenges. this bi-annual newsletter 
provides an update on the very latest 
developments across our trust.

E
arlier this term, after months of 
meticulous planning, La Fontaine 
Academy finally opened on its 
temporary site in Bromley. With just 

four classes (two reception, a year 1 and year 2) 
the Academy will start small, and grow to a roll 
of up to 630 pupils.
 As the name would suggest, La Fontaine 
Academy offers a French specialism which will 
enrich the work of The STEP Academy Trust.
Over the coming months Headteacher, 
Sebastien Chapleau, will work with Bromley 
Council and the Department for Education to 
identify a suitable permanent home for STEP’s 
newest partner.
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bienvenue La Fontaine Academy



Heathfield Academy Headteachers appointed

F
ollowing a thorough recruitment 
process, we are delighted that  
Lana-Lea O’Keefe  and Rachael 
Atkinson have been appointed 
as job-share Headteachers of 
Heathfield Academy. Valued, 

longstanding members of STEP, we are 
confident that they will form a dynamic 
headship team capable of implementing their 
unique vision for Heathfield; which is due to 
open on a temporary site in September 2015. In 
the longer term, Mrs O’Keefe and Mrs Atkinson 
will work with Croydon Council to prepare, 
and eventually move into, the permanent site on 
Aberdeen Rd, South Croydon.

the StEP Academy trust, committed to the  
UniCEF Convention on the rights of the Child

one of the core non-negotiables of the StEP 
Academy trust is a commitment to the UniCEF 
Convention on the rights of the Child. All our 
Academies teach their children not only about 
their rights, but also their responsibilities as 
global citizens. 

to underline StEP’s commitment to the 
Convention, all StEP Academies have signed 
up to, or have already achieved, the rights 
respecting School Award.

Rachael Atkinson

Lana-Lea O’Keefe 



in FoCUS: StEP bursar

StEP a finalist in the 2014  
Educationinvestor Awards

t
he STEP Academy Trust is delighted to have been 
selected as a finalist in the 2014 EducationInvestor 
Awards. These prestigious awards are designed to 
promote excellence and innovation in the education 

sector. STEP has been shortlisted in the category, “School 
Operator – Academy Chain”. The winners will be announced 
at a ceremony on Thursday 13th November. We are grateful to 
strategic partner, Future Education Ltd for sponsoring the Trust’s attendance. Having supported 
STEP’s recruitment needs to great effect, particularly at Applegarth Academy and Wolsey Junior 
Academy, we are delighted to be able to share this memorable evening with them.

A regular feature, “in Focus” examines the work of a key 
StEP service, team or individual. this edition of “in Focus” 
features the important work of ben march, StEP bursar.

As a charitable company limited by guarantee, The STEP Academy 
Trust receives public money to operate its academies. It is the 
responsibility of all within the Trust to ensure that our resources 
make the biggest difference possible. Leading this within each 
academy is a team of excellent Business Managers – Diana 
Agyepong, Nicola Gillespie, Samantha Talbot and Joanne Sims. 
As STEP has grown successful in the past few years, it has been 
necessary to add to the team a role with responsibility across the 
whole Trust and in April we appointed Ben March as STEP Bursar.  

As STEP Bursar, Mr March works with the academy Business Managers to maintain effective and 
robust  financial systems, as well as ensuring that we receive excellent value for money for goods and 
services we purchase. Mr March also leads the ICT, Catering and Premises operations of the Trust and 
by working as part of the Senior Leadership Team he helps to ensure that all these services support the 
educational aims of STEP.

ben march



Gloucester Primary School votes to join StEP

F
our weeks into this term, the Governing Body of Gloucester 
Primary School voted unanimously to seek permission 
from the Department for Education to become an 
academy sponsored by The STEP Academy Trust. We are 

delighted that the rapid improvements evident since the start of the 
partnership earlier this term, persuaded governors that a long-term 
relationship is in the best interests of the school. Directors too 
are in full agreement that extending the STEP family to include 
Gloucester, will advance the mission and vision of our Trust.

The next stage is for the Secretary of State to consider the request. 
If approval is given, an Academy Order will be passed and the 
school community will begin a formal consultation on academy 
conversion.

Healthy competition 
between StEP Academies!
On Thursday 23rd October, Wolsey Junior Academy hosted the 
very first STEP Maths Challenge. Four Year 6 children from David 
Livingstone, Gonville, Applegarth and Wolsey Academies competed 
in an exciting, challenging and competitive afternoon of maths. 
Activities included a picture round, video round, mental maths and 
problem solving. Despite a very close finish, Gonville was crowned 
as the eventual winners and deservedly returned to their Academy 
wearing their Gold Medals. Huge congratulations must also go to 
all of the children involved who displayed all of the PUPAC values 
supported by an outstanding ability in maths!

A big thank you to mr Gunning, maths Leader at Wolsey, who 
organised this memorable event.

For more information about The STEP Academy Trust, visit: 
www.stepacademytrust.org https://twitter.com/thesteptrust 

StEP stands for

Striving together  

for Excellence in  

Partnership


