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StEP Academy trust is a growing family 
of schools that strive together for 
excellence in partnership to improve 
children’s life chances. Like any good 
family, StEP Academies celebrate each 
others’ successes, as well as share their 
challenges. this bi-annual newsletter 
provides an update on the very latest 
developments across our trust. 

STEP Academy Trust is delighted 
to welcome its eighth and ninth 
members. Breakwater Academy 

(BWA) in Newhaven and Hawkes Farm 
Academy (HFA) in Hailsham are the 
inaugural members of STEP’s East Sussex 
Hub. Extending into a new region, STEP will 
be developing a similar model to the one 
which has been of such benefit to our South 
London partners. 

Overseeing this exciting new development 
for our Trust is Paul Glover, STEP Deputy 
CEO. Basing himself in East Sussex for three 
or four days a week, he will be working 
closely with Headteachers, Ian Rogers 
(BWA) and Jeremy Meek (HFA), to ensure 
both communities benefit from being part 

of STEP Academy Trust. We are grateful to 
the children, their families and the staff of 
Breakwater and Hawkes Farm Academies 
for being so positive about our partnership 
and making such an excellent start to the 
academic year. 
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breakwater Academy and Hawkes 
Farm Academy Join the StEP Family



Applegarth Academy Pupils 
Challenge the depiction of 
Children by Charities 

A s a UNICEF Rights Respecting School, the pupils of Applegarth Academy felt compelled 
to question the way children are frequently portrayed by charities. Noting the right of 
every child to be treated with dignity, they wrote to a number of charities expressing 

their concern over the depiction of children in advertising campaigns.

Following considerable media interest, several local and national news organisations, 
including The Guardian and BBC Radio London, featured Applegarth Academy’s campaign. 
More recently, Applegarth Academy’s Pupil Parliament Prime Minister, Jayden Osei-Bonsu, 
delivered a speech on the subject to over 3,000 delegates at the Team London Youth 
Conference. 

STEP is extremely proud that the pupils of Applegarth Academy have found such an 
innovative and creative way of demonstrating their passion for the rights of children. It is 
also a great example of how STEP children seek to live the Trust’s mission: “to improve the 
life chances of all children. Where we have the capacity to make a difference, we are morally 
bound to do so.”

Jayden addressing the London Youth Conference



in FoCuS — HEAd oF StAndArdS
A regular feature, “in Focus” examines the work of a key 
StEP service, team or individual. this edition of “in Focus” 
features a new, vital role for the trust — Jennese Alozie, StEP 
Head of Standards.

G iven that the core purpose of STEP Academy Trust is 
to ensure our children leave their Academies ready 
for secondary education, it is vital that we are able 

to quality assure what we do, particularly with regards to 
teaching and learning. We are delighted that Jennese Alozie, 
a practising Ofsted Inspector, has joined the Central Team 
to oversee this important process. As well as leading regular 
teaching and learning reviews in all our Academies, she 
will be working closely with Tim Mills, Acting Head of Teaching and Learning, to standardise 
assessment and reporting processes across the Trust. Robust assessment systems enable 
children’s progress to be tracked and additional support targeted as required.

We are confident that mrs Alozie’s appointment will provide further support for the work of 
our dedicated StEP Academy teams. 

StEP First Charity Appeal 
STEP First, the most important point on the STEP Compass, seeks 
to promote unity across our Trust. Rather than functioning as 
separate entities, our aim is to operate as one team. 

Consistent with the “one team” ethos, last summer all our STEP 
Academies supported Refugee Week, collecting an impressive 
£1648.35. The money raised has been donated to Edlumino, a 
charity providing educational opportunities for children in refugee camps. 

thank you to all those who generously supported our inaugural StEP First Charity Appeal. 

STEP
Mission
Vision
Values

STEP Ahead
We invest in our future

STEP Up
We all succeed together

STEP Way
We agree to do things like this

STEP First
We are all one team



Work to begin on the Permanent 
Sites of Heathfield Academy and  
La Fontaine Academy

For more information about STEP Academy Trust, visit: 
www.stepacademytrust.org https://twitter.com/thesteptrust 

StEP stands for

Striving together  

for Excellence in  

Partnership

Further developments 
in East Sussex
At the start of this term, following an invitation by the regional 
Schools Commissioner (rSC) and the department for Education 
(dfE), StEP Academy trust extended its supportive partnership 
to include four Lilac Sky Academies in East Sussex. 

With the backing of the RSC and DfE, the Trust (LSSAT) has taken the decision to give 
up its Academies to new sponsors. STEP is now working closely with LSSAT to manage a 
consultation and due diligence process which will determine whether or not the schools join 
the STEP family. A final decision will be made by the Secretary of State for Education towards 
the end of this term.

A
fter a series of delays, work will soon begin on 
the permanent sites of Heathfield Academy (HA) 
and La Fontaine Academy (LFA). Whilst HA is due 
to open in a brand new building on Aberdeen 
Rd, Croydon, LFA will be accommodated in the 

Widmore Centre, Nightingale Lane, Bromley. Formerly an 
adult education centre, it will be refurbished to create a 
fantastic three form entry primary school. 

STEP Academy Trust is extremely grateful to the Academy 
Trusts, Reach2, GLF and Aquinas, for generously providing 
such excellent temporary accommodation in the interim.

The Widmore Centre Bromley


